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of which traces are still visible. Even at the present day
there stands unchanged the great sewer, the Cloaca
Maxima, the object of which, it may be observed, was not
merely to carry away the refuse of the city, bat chiefly
to Main the large lake, which was formed by tike Tiber,
between the Capitoline, Aventine, and Palatine, and then
extended between the Capitoline and Aventine, and
reached, as a swamp, as far as the district between the
Quirinal and the Viminal.

" This work, consisting of three semicircles of immense

square blocks, which though without mortar> have not to

this day moved a knife's breadth from one another, drew

the water from the surface, conducted it into the Tiber,

and thus changed the lake into solid ground; but as the

Tiber itself had a marshy bank, a large wa\l was built, as

an embankment, the greater part of which still exists.

This structure,  equalling the Pyramids   in extent and

massiveness (and Niebuhr might have added, built by the

same people), far surpasses them in the difficulty of its

execution.   It is so gigantic that the more you examine it

the more inconceivable it becomes, how even a large and

powerful State could have executed it.   In comparison

with   it,   the   aqueducts   of   the emperors   cannot be

considered grand;  for they were built of bricks, with

cefnent in the inner parts; but in the more ancient work,

everything is made of square blocks of hewn Alban stone,

and the foundations are immensely deep."1   These are the

people who constructed the ancient Catabothra of Boeotia,

drained the valleys of Cashmir and Thessaly, constructed

the magnificent tanks and canals of Ceylon, the venerable

walls of Mycenae, reared the gloomy grandeur of the

Egyptian Thebes, and the magnificence of the Temple of

Solomon.   True it is that the whole of this race did not

continue in the region of the " Children of the Sun," but

1 Niebuhr's Hist of Kome,; vol. i. p. 66.